Guidelines for Determination of Specific Learning Disability

West Village Academy
In order to determine the existence of a Specific Learning Disability (SLD), West Village Academy uses an RTI approach, as well as a Pattern of Strengths and Weaknesses (PSW) approach.  This is based on the CHC Theory, found at www.resa.net/downloads/special education guidelines/sld guidelines.pdf.

The PSW approach looks for patterns of strengths and weaknesses among cognitive and academic skills.  

The RTI approach , also known as Response to Intervention, provides students with 3 tiers  of academic intervention (described below), and monitors their response to these interventions.


TIER 1- Interventions done within the general education classroom by the teacher.

            
Duration- 2-4 weeks


*If lack of progress then>>>>>>>>>>>


TIER 2- Student referred to IST (Instructional Support Team).  Student will then begin receiving interventions for 30 min., 3 days per week in a small group.

Duration- 4 weeks


*If lack of progress then>>>>>>>>>>>


TIER 3- Student moves up to Tier 3 interventions, in which they are seen by the Reading and/or Math Specialist, one on one for 30 min., 5 days per week.


Duration- 4 weeks


*If lack of progress then>>>>>>>>>>>


Student is referred for Special Education Evaluation.


*** If student is showing growth at any time during this process, they continue on with their current interventions.  Parents are notified of progress at quarterly intervals.***

If referral is made for a Special Education Evaluation, then the information from Psychoeducational  evaluation, PSW, and RTI, along with school and statewide assessment data, classroom observations, input from teacher and parent, and report card grades are compiled and reviewed by the Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MET) and IEP Team to determine eligibility. Exclusionary factors such as environmental and language issues must also be considered at this time.
*Parents have the right to request a Special Education Evaluation at any time.

*Please refer to Wayne County RESA’s Guidelines for the Determination of SLD at http://www.resa.net/services/spedcompliance/learningdisabilities/ for further information.
Contact Information: Sara Schaaf, Special Education Coordinator, 313-274-9200, ext. 111

Additional Links: 

www.ldonline.com
Michigan Council for Exceptional Children 

 www.michigancec.org
Procedural Safeguards

English http://www.resa.net/downloads/special_education_forms/procedural_safeguards.pdf
Arabic http://www.resa.net/downloads/special_education_forms/pro_safeguards_ara.pdf
Spanish http://www.resa.net/downloads/special_education_forms/pro_safeguards_span.pdf
